Instructions for International Applicants
Greetings from Lutheran Volunteer Corps!  These instructions are intended for individuals who are not citizens of the United States.  We are excited that you are interested in volunteering with us for a year, and we look forward to working through the application process with you.  These instructions are to ensure that your process goes smoothly and that you are prepared to enter a year with Lutheran Volunteer Corps by August.
1. Please also refer to and follow the general Application Instructions on the LVC Web site.

2. All applications from persons with residency outside of the United States must be received by Lutheran Volunteer Corps on or before the Round One deadline (January 15, 2010).

3. After submitting the completed LVC application, the applicant is expected to begin researching the process of obtaining a visa for this year of voluntary service.  

4. If the applicant is matched with an organization on Matching Day in April, s/he must immediately begin the process of applying for a visa.  LVC staff will do their best to offer advice on the visa process based on past experience; however, the applicant her/himself is ultimately responsible for researching, submitting, and obtaining the visa without the assistance of Lutheran Volunteer Corps.  Lutheran Volunteer Corps is willing to write a letter of invitation on behalf of the applicant stating the placement, city, and beginning and end dates for the program.  
5. The applicant must obtain a visa by June 24, 2010.  S/he should initiate an email or phone call with the LVC Program Director once s/he has obtained his/her visa.  

6. Unfortunately, if an applicant is denied his/her visa to enter the United States, Lutheran Volunteer Corps will not be able to wait for an appeal.  Lutheran Volunteer Corps will need to move ahead and fill the position.  Please inform the Program Director immediately if your visa is denied or delayed for any reason.  
7. Upon entering the United States, if the applicant’s visa is stamped for less than one year, please notify the Program Director immediately.  The applicant is solely responsible for the obtaining the visa extension application and for paying the fee associated with this application.

If you have any questions before or during your application process, please feel free to contact the Recruiting & Placement Director at Recruitment@LutheranVolunteerCorps.org.  
